PR Contact: Amy Alipio (202-775-6503)

SAVE THE DATE

Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Company Perform

Images from the Embers

At Lisner Auditorium

“A Burgess work is a subtle thing. His terrain is the inner landscape.”  – The Washington Post
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WHAT:
Award-winning Dana Tai Soon Burgess & Company premiere a new contemporary dance piece, Images from the Embers, commissioned by the Washington Performing Arts Society in celebration of their 40th anniversary season. With unforgettable images, this evening-length work, which is partly inspired by writings of Marguerite Duras, charts the psychological journey of love and loss during a time of war. Tickets for the performances are $25, $30, and $35. Limited number of student tickets are available for $10. Call WPAS Ticket Office at (202) 785-9727. www.wpas.org 


www.dtsbco.com

WHO:
Choreographed by Dana Tai Soon Burgess to music by Aaron Leitko. Lighting design by Jennifer Tipton, set design by Sara Brown, costumes by Judy Hansen.

WHEN:
Friday, March 3, 2006 at 8:00 P.M.
WHERE:
Lisner Auditorium

George Washington University


21st and H Sts. NW


Washington, DC
HOW:
Press interested in the performances should contact WPAS’s press department at (202) 533-1886 or wpaspress@wpas.org. 
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Dana Tai Soon Burgess

Biography

Dana Tai Soon Burgess, for more than 10 years, has created dances that freshly synthesize Eastern and Western aesthetics. He was born and raised in Santa Fe, New Mexico, to an Irish-Scottish American father and a Korean American mother. Dana studied the Michio Ito technique, developed by the pioneering Asian American choreographer at the turn of the century, with Michio Kitsmiller and Satoru Shimazaki. He has danced with Maida Withers, Eric Hampton and June Watanabe. Dana holds a Master of Fine Arts degree from George Washington University, where he now teaches as a professor of dance. He has also taught at the Hamburg Ballet School and King Sejong University, Korea, and conducted master classes for Xiamen Dance Company, the Beijing Contemporary Dance Company, and the University of Lima. He is on the Senior Specialist Roster for the Fulbright.

Diverse elements inspire his choreography: culturally specific dance forms, martial arts, the visual arts, and personal journeys to Asia, Latin America, South America, the Middle East and Europe. Burgess established his contemporary dance company in 1990, with the goal of originating works from pan-Asian American perspectives. His critically acclaimed Trilogy, which received its world-premiere at the Kennedy Center in 2001, showcased another Burgess trademark: interdisciplinary collaboration. The three-part work, consisting of "Helix", "Mandala", and "Silk Roads", was created in tandem with noted artists sculptor John Dreyfuss, composer Jon Jang, and lighting designer Jennifer Tipton. In 2003, he premiered Tracings, a work based on his family history, and which commemorated the Korean American Centennial. This work toured extensively in 2004-05.

With work presented internationally and nationally, Burgess’s awards include the 2003 Pola Nirenska Award, the Mayor's Arts Award in 1994 and 2005, and two D.C. Metro Dance Awards in 2001. He was an American Cultural Specialist for the State Department in 2000, 2003 and in 2004 and has received four fellowships for choreography from the D.C. Commission for the Arts and Humanities. Dana created a movement vocabulary for the Shakespeare Theatre production of The Trojan Women, directed by Joanne Akalaitis. His Christian Andersen-inspired The Nightingale (1999) was chosen as the Kennedy Center’s 2002 annual holiday show for young people, and subsequently toured the U.S. for a third time to over 30 cities. For more information, visit him online at www.dtsbco.com. 
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